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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



The May number of The Student will contain a " book-study " of Hosea by 
Prof. Francis B. Denio, of the Bangor Theological Seminary. 



A professorship of the Semitic languages has recently been established in the 
University of Rio de Janiero, and a professor appointed by command of Dom 
Pedro, Emperor of Brazil. 



Prof. D. Kauffman, of Buda-Pesth, and Dr. A. Berliner, of Berlin, will both 
publish, in the near future, monographs in reply to the attack made on Judah 
Halevi's poetry and on the late Leopold Zunz by Professor de Lagarde. 



The Knox College (Toronto) Monthly for February contains five contributed 
articles. The subjects of three of these articles are, " The Moabite Stone," " The 
Study of the Dead Languages," " The Value of Hebrew to Ministers and Stu- 
dents." The time, it would seem, has come when college-papers shall discuss 
Old Testament and Semitic topics. This indicates at least two things, — that 
there is an increased and increasing interest in such subjects ; and that the influ- 
ence of someone is being felt by those connected with the college. Knox College 
is to be congratulated upon having in its faculty the Rev. J. P. McCurdy, Ph. D. 



Anson D. P. Randolph & Co. have in press Ahraham, Joseph and Moses in 
Egypt, the Stone Lectures for 1887, delivered at Princeton by Rev. Alfred H. 
Kellogg, D. D. The author has for several years made a special study of Egypt- 
ology in its bearings on the Old Testament. The first two lectures deal with the 
Egyptian and Hebrew chronologies. Lecture III. taJies up Joseph in Egypt; 
IV. Abraham and Moses; V. discusses the place of the Exodus in Egypt's 
history; VI. "The Pharaoh of the Exodus." Besides numerous notes, refer- 
ences, etc., there is also added a chronological chart which shows at a glance the 
two chronologies. In an appendix the author will discuss the question whether 
the name " Hebrews occurs on the monuments." 



The Chautauqua Hebrew work will be conducted this year as before, except 
that it will not be under the name of the American Institute of Hebrew. The 
same advantages will be offered at this school as at the schools of the Institute. 
It will open July 10th, and continue four weeks. Its corps of instructors will 
include Prof. Wm. G. Ballantine, D. D., of Oberlin, O., Prof. David G. Lyon, 
Ph. D., of Cambridge, Mass., Prof. Wm. R. Harper, Ph. D., of New Haven, 
Conn., Prof. D. A. McClenahan, M. A., of Allegheny, Pa., and Prof. R. D. 
Wilson, Ph. D., of Allegheny, Pa. Instruction will be given not only in He- 
brew, but also in the cognates. The classes in Assyrian, under the instruction of 
America's pioneer Assyriologist, will be particularly attractive. 
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The American Institute of Hebrew will conduct four Summer Schools of 
Hebrew during the coming summer. These will be held at Philadelphia (June 
16— July 16), at Newton Centre, Mass. (June 30— July 29), at the University of 
Virginia (July 28— Aug. 26), at Evanston, 111. (Aug. 4— Sept. 2). Two important 
items in connection with this announcement are, (1) the change of the location of 
the Chicago School from Morgan Park, where it has been held for five years, to 
Evanston, the seat of the North-Western University, with which is connected the 
Garrett Biblical Institute; and (2) the fact that in the Schools of 1887 no tuition- 
fee mil be charged. Arrangements of such a nature have been completed that for 
about twenty dollars, exclusive of traveling expenses, one can spend a month in a 
most pleasant and profitable work. 



One of the most necessary yet one of the most diflScult things to be done by 
conscientious students of the Old Testament is the separation of the purely liter- 
ary questions of the Old Testament from the superstructure of false hypotheses 
that has been erected on these literary discussions. The question, for example, 
as to the literary analysis of Genesis, or even of the whole Pentateuch, is one 
that should be decided independently, without taking into account the further 
problems of the authorship of the Pentateuch and its position in the development 
of Old Testament religion. Unfortunately this is not always kept in mind, and 
accordingly some accept the errors of the one department on account of the 
truths in the other, and others reject the truths in the one on accoimt of the 
errors in the other. The great trouble with our analysts is that they cannot 
acknowledge a limit to their knowledge, and think that, having settled with a 
comparative unanimity a division of the Pentateuch into documents, they must, 
at all hazards, build up a general scheme of religious development on the basis of 
their literary analysis. 



Eev. F. A. Klein, the discoverer of the Mesa-stone, who is now in Germany, 
but who for the past twenty-six years has been a Protestant missionary in Pales- 
tine (five in Nazareth, and twenty-one in Jerusalem), says that the present popu- 
lation of the Holy Land is divided into three parts, — the city people, the village 
or country people, and the Bedawins. The first are called madani, pi. madanije; 
the second fellah, pi. fellahin; the third, bedawi, or inhabitants of the desert. 
The last named often call themselves simply el-arab, the Arabs par excellence. 
These three classes are sharply distinguished from each other by their language, 
their clothing, the shape and arrangement of their houses, and their general 
customs and manner of living. The fellahin are considered the lowest in the 
land, and the word fellah is often used in derision. The inhabitants of the cities 
imitate the ways of western civilization, and pity the poor peasants. The latter, 
in turn, are the object of the supreme contempt of the Bedawins. Eev. Klein 
gives a most graphic and instructive description of the manners and customs of 
the fellahin in the Journal of the German Palestine Society, vol. III. 



In one department of Old Testament study, the older generations of scholars 
were far in advance of the present. We refer to the study of the post-biblical 
Hebrew, as this appears in the Mishna, Talmuds, Midrashim and Targums. This 
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bears the same relation to the biblical Hebrew that the modem Greek does to the 
ancient. Indeed, its relative importance for the study of biblical Hebrew is much 
greater. In the days of the Buxtorfs, Christian scholars were thoroughly at home 
in this field. At the present date, those who can find their bearings in it are few 
and far between. At the head of these few stands the venerable Prof. Franz 
Delitzsch, of Leipzig, whose work in this department, however, falls mostly in his 
younger days. The most energetic Christian scholar in this field now is Lie. Dr. 
Aug. Wiinsche, who has translated into German a collection of old Midrashim, 
and has published them in thirty-four pamphlets in the Bibliotkeca Babbinica, and 
who has just issued the first half of a translation of the Haggadic portions of the 
Babylonian Talmud. Professor Strack, of Berlin, is also thoroughly at home in 
this field, and in connection with Professor Siegfried, of Jena, has published a 
short grammar of post-biblical Hebrew. The Instituta Judaica, established within 
the past few years at nine German universities, are devoting much time and 
attention to the literature. 



The current number of Hebraica is one of the most interesting and instruct- 
ive that has as yet been published. The opening article is by Rev. Philip A. 
Nordell, "On the Synonyms 'Adhah (tXl^) and Qahal {'j'np)" These syno- 
nyms are treated in a scholarly manner in the light of all the Old Testament 
texts in which they occur, and the author comes to the conclusion that "the 
'adhath Israel was the technical name of the whole body of circumcised males 
above twenty years of age, who either represented all the people, or were repre- 
sented by the heads of their respective families," and that "the qahal was, in 
general, -the name of any theocratic gathering of the people, and was composed of 
those who freely responded to a summons proceeding directly or indirectly from 
Israel's divine king." Richard J. H. Gottheil, Ph. D., follows with a critique of 
Kottek's "Das sechste Buch des Bellum Judaicum." Perhaps the most interest- 
ing to Hebrew scholars is the article by Dr. Chas. A. Briggs on "The Strophical 
Organization of Hebrew Trimeters." The subject is treated at great length, 
and the article will undoubtedly cause much discussion among scholars. Rob- 
ert r. Harper, Ph. D., gives eight pages of coiTections (photo-engraved) to 
the Cyls. A and B of the Esarhaddon inscriptions as published in I. and III. 
Rawlinson. The Rev. F. J. X. O'Conor, S. J., gives a photo-engraved page 
showing the variations between the Nebuchadnezzar inscription in the Metro- 
politan Museum, New York, and an unpublished inscription of the same king in 
the British Museum. In addition, a list of the various inscriptions of this king is 
added. "The Jewish Grammarians of the Middle Ages" are treated by Morris 
Jastrow, Jr., Ph. D.; and notes on Mabbul ('71310). N'philim (0**7*5^). etc., are 
given by the Rev. T. K. Cheyne, D. D. 



